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Speaker Bio 
Yuqi Yang is a Ph.D. candidate in the School of Design at UWA, funded by UWA and CRC for Honey Bee Products. 
She is a LEED Accredit Professional, granted by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) in 2019. She holds a B.Sc. 
(Agri.) in Landscape Architecture and finished her M.Sc. in The Chinese University of Hong Kong, majoring in 
Advanced Environmental Planning Technologies. Yuqi Yang is aiming to explore comprehensive approaches toward 
green structure design and regional city planning strategy. It will be based on theories of human-nature relations 
in the Anthropocene age from the perspective of bees, habitats and urban landscapes in WA, and a design 
experiment on honey bee botanic garden in Yanchep, WA. Local native flora will be used as a tool for interactive 
modern design, in order to promote Australia honey bee products and tourism. Her research interest concentrates 
on the theory of “Design with Nature” and “Urban Biodiversity” within the context of sustainable city. 

Presentation 
Being in one of 35 internationally recognized biodiversity hotspots, the Perth region is experiencing the 
ongoing destruction of unique habitats. Native plant communities disappear fast and are replaced by 
novel designed ecosystems dominated by exotic species. Thus, the native component of urban 
biodiversity especially suffers in the urban areas. European honey bees (Apis mellifera) were introduced 
to Australia in the 19th century. They are responsible for most of the honey production. At present, there 
are about 30,000 hives in Western Australia (WA) mostly run by beekeepers. WA is also home to over 
800 species of native bees. They do not produce honey for humans but they are efficient pollinators 
(working longer hours and pollinating a much wider range of plant species). Both honey bees and native 
bees play a vital role in providing ecosystem services to different type of landscapes by ensuring stable 
pollination for agriculture and other plant communities. As a crucial part of urban green infrastructure, 
botanic gardens are highly recognised for their conservation values, such as providing nectar and pollen 
for pollinators, as well as restoring local remnant vegetation. A specially-designed bee-friendly collection-
display could be a good facility for conservation, recreation and education in such botanic gardens.  
 
This paper will overview the Honey Bee Botanic Garden in Yanchep, Western Australia. We will discuss 
principles of planting design for a bee-friendly garden and explain the reasons behind the choice of 
higher vascular plants for the collections. One of the important principles of the Yanchep Botanic garden 
design is to explore the potentials of local native species as a source for honey bees and native bees. 


