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Speaker Bio 
Cheryl Day is a Research Assistant at the University of Western Australia, School of Agriculture and 
Environment in Agricultural and Resource Economics. Since completing her studies with first class 
Honours Cheryl has worked on projects for the Plant Biosecurity CRC and Honey Bee Product CRC. Prior 
to study she worked in banking and finance for over 16 years and has a diverse skill set and background 
in a range of industries such as horticulture, grains and dairy in both Queensland and Western Australia. 
As a researcher who enjoys understanding and assessing the dynamics of biological and economic 
production systems, she has found this project both challenging and rewarding. 
 

Presentation 
Western Australia's migratory commercial beekeepers produce honey almost exclusively from native 
vegetation by moving their hives to flowering events across the south-west. Beekeepers derive an 
ecosystem service from native vegetation to produce mixed and mono flora honeys. The honey produced 
has grown in value in recent years due to increased domestic and international demand for quality 
wildflower honeys and the identification of unique anti-microbial properties. At the same time, the 
resource base on which the industry depends is under constant threat from land clearing for 
development, logging, wildfires and prescribed burning. This paper presents a summary of results from 
the first comprehensive questionnaire of Western Australian beekeepers since 1989 (Manning) to 
estimate the value of natural resources to beekeepers of apiary sites and its native vegetation. It also 
gives an estimate of the costs to beekeepers of the loss of apiary sites either permanently, through land 
clearing, or temporarily due to logging and fires. This evidence will allow a more comprehensive 
assessment of natural resource land management decisions in the future that accounts for the value of 
native vegetation to beekeepers. 
 


