
  
In the eye of the bee-holder: sharing 
perspectives on beekeeper resource insecurity 

Linda E. Wilson 
The University of Western Australia 
 
Co-authors: Clare Mouat, Bryan Boruff  
Funding: CRC for Honey Bee Products 

Speaker Bio 
Linda Wilson is a third year PhD candidate at the University of Western Australia where she was first 
awarded a Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Natural Resource Management and Masters of Business 
Administration. Linda's career over the last 20 years has taken her off the beaten track resulting in a 
range of unique positions in the field of natural resource management both in Australia and abroad. 
Having spent the past two years learning about the WA beekeeping industry, she has developed a 
passion for advocating new ways to resolve issues influencing beekeeper resource insecurity.   

Presentation 
In 2017, a landmark international report by IPBES* highlighted the plight of pollinators as a driver of declining 
global biodiversity and ecosystem service loss. Strategies proposed by IPBES to safeguard pollinators include 
protection of pollinator habitat and support for sustainable livelihoods through exchange of knowledge between 
scientists, industry, communities and farmers. They advocate that co-production of knowledge by a diverse range 
of stakeholders will support decision making and policy that protects and enhances the use of valuable natural 
resources.  
 
This research aims to capture an exchange of viewpoints on the topic of beekeeper resource insecurity (namely, 
access to native floral resources) in Western Australia. Knowledge exchange was captured through an innovative 
‘Photo-voice’ method; a participatory social science technique which empowers participants to co-produce oral 
and visual records in order to share knowledge about a particular phenomenon. The method allows researchers to 
capture interactions and conversations between diverse knowledge holders with differing perspectives while ‘in 
the field’ using photography and spoken narratives. The sharing of viewpoints in the natural environments in 
question grounds participants with a sense of place and facilitates constructive dialogue. 
 
The case study described here focuses on commercial beekeepers operating in Western Australia’s southwest 
floristic region for whom resource insecurity has manifest over the last 70 years. Research participants 
represented a cross-section of experienced commercial beekeepers and ecosystem experts (scientists, academics 
and practitioners). Approximately one hundred field sites were visited by researchers with several different 
participant groups. The locations, chosen by participants, represented important beekeeping resources, aspects of 
resource insecurity or biodiversity monitoring sites. Data analysis served to represent the range of beekeeper 
resource insecurity issues found across SW WA which include but are not limited to land use change, climate 
change and resource management activities (see associated poster at this conference). The approach presented 
here advances the call by IPBES for the development of innovative methods which facilitate the sharing of 
perspectives and worldviews. The output of this work presents an enriched picture of environmental and policy 
issues affecting biodiversity loss and sustainability of livelihoods which can be used to guide policy development. 
 
*Intergovernmental science policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 


